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It is a 2 year programme with a 
level 5 qualification upon 
completion.

Students sit 6 or more subjects 
and are marked out of their 
best 6

The leaving certificate is based 
on points. The most points you 
can receive is 625. 

Gaeilge, English and Maths are 
compulsory subjects in Leaving 
Certificate. (unless officially 
exempt)



Higher Level Points Higher Level 
Maths

Ordinary Level Points

H1 (90-100) 100 125
H2 (80<90) 88 113
H3 (70<80) 77 102
H4 (60<70) 66 91
H5 (50<60) 56 81 O1 (90-100) 56
H6 (40<50) 46 70 O2 (80<90) 46
H7 (30<40) 37 O3 (70<80) 37
H8 (0<30) 0 O4 (60<70) 28

O5 (50<60) 20
O6 (40<50) 12
O7 (30<40) 0
O8 (0<30) 0



UCD – Social 
Science, arts, 
science, Law

Dcu – biomedical 
science & physics, 

Business, 

Nui Maynooth –
arts, science, 

teacher 
foundation 

course

Tu Dublin –
international 

business, business
Icfe – Sports 

science

Colaiste dulaigh –
pre-university 

science

Liberties college –
childcare, systems 

network

BCFE - SNA, art 
portfolio, Music 
performance

Crumlin college –
beauty

Greenhills college 
– commerce

Apprenticeships FAI Football 
Course



INDEPENDENT 
LEARNING

2 – 3 HOURS OF 
HOMEWORK PER 

NIGHT

EXCELLENT 
ATTENDANCE

HARD WORKING



LANGUAGE FRENCH OR SPANISH

Science Chemistry, Biology

Business Business, LCVP

Practical Engineering, Construction

Creative Art, Music

Home Economics Home Economics

Humanities History, Geography,

Along with  Gaeilge ,English, & Maths…..
take 4 of the above!

*Modern Language is a requirement for many 
Universities



Read the Subject 
information 
booklet

Keep options 
open.

Consider subjects 
you are good at.

Consider subjects 
you are interested 
in.

Subjects required 
for the area(s) you 
are interested in.

List in order of 
preference
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• WWW.CURRICULUMONLINE.IE

http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.curriculumonline.ie/
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It is a 2 year alternative 
programme aimed at preparing 

students for working life.

It is a practical rather than an 
academic course

Promotes communication and 
decision making skills



Excellent 
attendance – 90% 
attendance is 
needed to pass

01
Students are required 
to take part in 
classroom discussions 
and work on group 
projects as well as 
individual projects.

02
Students are required 
to do more practical 
work than theory 
work.

03
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Engineering or 
Construction

Hotel, Catering & 
Tourism

Art/Visual Art



English and 
Communications

Guidance and Enterprise

Work Experience 1 day a 
week
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Satisfactory Completion of 
Modules 62 Credits 31%

7 Student Tasks 70 Credits 35%
Final Examination 68 Credits 34%
Total 200 Credits 100%



Pass 120- 139 Credits       
60-69%

Merit  140-169 Credits        
70-84%

Distinction 170-200 Credits        
85-100%
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Technological Universities 
require a pass in English OR 

Irish + Maths 

National University of Ireland*, 
RCSI require a pass in English 

+ Irish + Maths PLUS a 3rd 
language (there are some 

exceptions, not a 
requirement for science, 
engineering or nursing 

degrees) 

University of Limerick and 
Trinity College Dublin English + 
Maths + Irish OR 3rd language 

Dublin City University English 
OR Irish + Maths 

*National University of Ireland 
– UG (University of Galway), 

UCD (University College 
Dublin), UCC (University 

College Cork), MU (Maynooth 
University) 

*RCSI Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland



Being introduced in 
stages

Starting in September 
2025

Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics & Business will 

change for our TY 
students

Each of these 
subjects will have a 
40% project done 
before the written 

exam

Additional 
Assessment 
Component

Written exam worth 
60% in June 2027 in 

these 4 subjects

All other subjects we 
offer, will remain as 
they are for our TY 

students



Develop skills from 
Junior Cycle

Written Exam 55% 
(HL & OL) at end of 
6th Year

Oral 25% (HL) 20% 
(OL) & Aural 
20%(HL) 25% (HL)
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What does Chemistry 
involve?

- Covers matter, 
interactions, and 

sustainability.

- Includes a 40% AAC 
component from 2025.

- Careers: Medicine, 
pharmacy, and 

environmental science.

New Specification in 2025



Why study Physics? - Topics: Forces, 
waves, electricity, 

and modern physics.

- Includes a 40% 
AAC component 

from 2025.

- Careers: 
Engineering, IT, and 

healthcare.

New Specification in 2025
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New Specification in 2025
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What does Music cover?

- Performing, composing, and 
listening.

- Practical assessments account 
for 50% of marks.

- Careers: Media, teaching, sound 
engineering, and performance.

Paper 1- Listening (100 Marks) Paper 2- Composing (100 
Marks)

Set Works
Irish Music 
Listening 
Irish Music 
Essay Aural 
Skills

Melody 

Writing 

Harmony
Practical (200 Marks)

1. Students play/sing 6 pieces of music (200 Marks)
2. Student play/sing 4 pieces on one instrument (100 

marks) and play sing another 4 pieces on another 
instrument (100 marks)

3. Student play/sing 4 pieces on one instrument (100 
marks) and completes a Music technology task (100 
marks)
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Assessment Component Weighing Level

Physical Activity Project 20% Higher and Ordinary

Performance Assessment 30% Common Level

Written Exam 50% Higher and Ordinary

https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/nutritionscience/chapter/10a-physical-fitness-elements-benefits/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Construction Studies Higher Level Ordinary Level
Project 25% of marks 30% of marks

Artefact – 10% Portfolio 15% Artefact – 
15%

Portfolio 
15%

Practical Exam 25% of marks 30% of marks
Written Paper 50% of marks 40% of marks













Why choose Engineering? 
Those with an interest in 

design and practical work. 

- Focus on workshop 
processes and materials.

- Includes practical and 
theoretical components.

- Careers: Design, 
manufacturing, and 

biomedical tech.



PRESENTATION NAME

Accounting
Course 

overview
Financial Accounting (⅔ of the course)
Management Accounting (⅓ of the course)

Skills Problem-Solving and Critical Thinking
Numerical Proficiency
Analytical Skills

Examination A 3-hour end-of-year exam will cover six major topics studied 
over two years. All topics covered in the course are guaranteed to 
appear in the exam.

Career option Chartered Accountant, Financial Analyst, 
Tax Consultant, and Management Accountant 
roles offer salaries ranging from 
€30,000–€50,000 at entry-level, €55,000–€85,000 mid-level, and 
€90,000–€150,000+ at senior-level.

New for St Kevin’s CC in 2025



PRESENTATION NAME

Computer Science
Course 

overview
Basics of computer, Coding language, Python and AI in different 
fields.

Different 
Approach at St 

Kevin's CC

● Collaborating with Trinity College on select topics
● Six programs per topic, ensuring low stress. 
● Creative and self-driven work is rewarded with monthly 

perks and recognition.

Examination A 2.5-hour year-end exam accounts for 70% of the grade, with 
coursework contributing 30%. One hour of the exam is dedicated 
to a practical systems question.

Career option Software Developer, Data Analyst, Cybersecurity Specialist, 
IT Support, or Web Developer, 
with salaries ranging from €25,000 to €150,000+ depending on 
experience and role

New for St Kevin’s CC in 2025
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